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FRED HORGAN 
Basketball/Builder • Inducted 1995

The FIBA rule book contains some 116 rules under 86 major sections. No one, –locally, provincially, nationally 
and even internationally, knows more about those rules of basketball and their application than Saint John’s 
Fred Horgan. In 1967, he joined the provincial officials association; 8 years later he helped found the Canadian 
association. In 1969 he joined the International Association of Approved Basketball Officials, and in 1993 he 
was elected president, - the first Canadian to hold that office. He is widely recognized as one of basketball’s 
finest technical experts. This expertise can be found in “How To” books, instructional films and in interpretation 
and evaluation clinics. A Canadian, - James Naismith, invented the sport; a New Brunswicker, - Fred Horgan, has 
elevated the technique of its officiating to what can best be described as an art.

Career Highlights: 

• Member of International Association of Approved
Basketball Officials (NB Branch) since 1969.

• Founding member of the Canadian association of
Basketball Officials (CABO) in 1974.

• Appointed in 1992 as one of 12 clinicians worldwide
certified to certify/recertify international officials.

• First Canadian to serve as IABBO president in 1993.

• Has served on FIBA’s world technical commission
since 1998.

• Has authored five officials’ casebooks for CABO.

• Technical commissioner for basketball at the 2000
and 2004 Olympic Games.

• Named Sport New Brunswick Official of the Year for
2003.

• Elected into the Canadian Basketball Hall of Fame
in 1997.

Hometown: Saint John

Web page: https://www.nbsportshalloffame.com/honoured-members/fred-horgan

Tips for teachers: Fred speaks English and likes to present in the classroom. He has a USB and CD with a short video about 
the NB Sports Hall of Fame and would like a table to display his artefacts. The video is also available on line at youtube.com/
watch?v=3sq8KHLc-4w


